The Scottish Borders Recreational Cycling Group

Cycling Investment Scheme – Guidance for Applicants
Introduction

The Scottish Borders Recreational Cycling Group (SBRCG) is a constituted Group and has been established to develop and promote the area as a cycling destination.  The SBRCG has created an Investment Scheme which can provide direct support of up to £999 (including VAT) to help support new or existing cycling events or cycling activity in the Scottish Borders.  The investment can contribute towards:
· promotional activity to raise awareness of an event or activity and to increase participation

· promotional activity to raise awareness of the area as a cycling destination 
· materials to improve event or activity delivery
· marketing and event support to help deliver an event or activity
Who can apply?

Any constituted organisation or group who are delivering a cycling event or cycling activity and can demonstrate that they are working in the interests of the wider community from a cycling tourism perspective eg community groups, voluntary organisations, cycling clubs.  The applicant must be able to properly account for the expenditure of public funding. Applications will be considered from anywhere in the Scottish Borders and for activity taking place within the Scottish Borders region.
What can the Investment be used for?

This scheme is about developing and promoting cycling events or activity. An Investment may be used to add value to an existing event/activity or to help support a new event/activity.  The investment can be used for promotional activity, materials, marketing or event/activity support. Anything that might result in more people visiting to cycle, improve the event/activity delivery, or help to raise awareness of the area as a cycling destination will be considered.  

How much can we fund?

The maximum Investment is £999 (including VAT). Match funding is not a requirement.
How to apply

Please complete the following form and email to Kate Pearson at kpearson@scotborders.gov.uk 

How will we assess your application?
Each application will be assessed on its own merit using the following criteria:

1. Will demonstrate that it is working in the wider interests of the community
2. Demonstrates an innovative approach which can be used to inform others. 

3. Will result in more people cycling and promote the area as a cycling destination
4. Represents good value for money.

Monitoring, evaluation and reporting

A final report will be required which provides detail of the project and reports on the results or outcomes of the event detailing how the Investment support made a difference. This report will be required one month after the event has been delivered.  A number of case studies of successful applicants/events will be produced and applicants are required to agree to the dissemination of this information via the Borders Bike Kit on http://www.ourscottishborders.com/bordersbikekit
. 

Payment of Investment
Unlike other schemes, Investments will be paid by the Scottish Borders Recreational Cycling Group direct to a supplier rather than to the applicant. For example, if the applicant required promotional materials the Investment payment would be paid directly to the supplier, or if some marketing consultancy was required it would be paid direct to the consultant. *
Conditions

Use of www.cyclescottishborders.com URL and the EU LEADER funding logo on all assets produced.

Application and advice 

For further advice, please contact 01835826778 or email: kpearson@scotborders.gov.uk
Deadline for applications
Applications will be considered from 1 December 2011 until 30 November 2012 and funding will be considered in two rounds for events or activity taking place as follows:

· December 2011 - .May 2012
· June 2012 – November 2012
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 *Please note that any assets funded by the Scottish Borders Recreational Cycling Group will be used by and be in possession of the applicant – however they will remain the property of the Scottish Borders Recreational Cycling Group.







